Sea Ice Monitoring

May  2011

[image: image1.png]Sea—lce Concentration(%) in the Northern Hemisphere

2011/05
Monthly Anomaly





Beijing Climate Center
China Meteorological Administration 

Northern Hemisphere
During May 2011, monthly sea ice concentrations were above 80% in most of the Arctic Ocean, the Greenland Sea and Hudson Bay. Sea ice concentrations were observed 20-60% above normal in Bering Sea, parts of Greenland Sea and Davis Strait, while sea ice concentration were 20-60% below normal in the Barents Sea, Kaka Sea and Hudson Strait (Fig.1). Sea ice concentrations were near normal in rest regions.
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Fig. 1 Monthly Sea Ice Concentrations (left) and Anomalies (right) in the Northern Hemisphere (unit: %)  2011.5
solid line----positive value    dashed line:---- negative value   isoclines interval----20%

Southern Hemisphere
During May 2011, sea ice concentrations were above 80% in most of areas of circum Antarctica. Sea ice concentrations were observed 20-40% below normal in the northeastern Weddell Sea，with more than 40% below normal in locations, while they were about  20-40% above normal in the Bellingshausen Sea and parts of the southern Indian Ocean with more than 60% above normal in locations (Fig.2). 
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Fig. 2 Monthly Sea Ice Concentrations (left) and Anomalies (right) in the Southern Hemisphere (unit: %)  2011.5
Solid line----positive value    dashed line: ---- negative value   isoclines interval----20%

We will closely monitor and update sea ice conditions and provide related information in time.
Remark: Original data are obtained from the OI.v2 Monthly SST Analysis and climatologic fields are from the 1982-2004 base period means.
Analyst: Climate Prediction Division/National Climate Center/CMA 
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