Monthly Sea Ice Monitoring (experimental)
Northern Hemisphere: During December 2008, sea ice concentrations were over 80% in the Arctic Ocean and adjacent seas. Sea ice concentrations were 20-40% above normal in the northeastern Bering Sea. Meanwhile, Sea ice concentrations were near or below normal in most of the Arctic Ocean, with 20-60% below normal in the southwestern Kara Sea, the northeastern Barents Sea, the southwestern Sea of Okhotsk.
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Fig. 1  Monthly Sea Ice Concentrations (left) and Anomalies (right) in the Northern Hemisphere  (unit:%)  2008.12
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Southern Hemisphere: For the month, sea ice concentrations were at least 80% in most seas around the Antarctica. Sea ice concentrations were observed 20~80% below normal in the central and eastern Bellingshausen Sea, the western Amundsen Sea and the southeastern Ross Sea. Meanwhile, sea ice concentrations were observed 20~60% above normal in most seas around the Antarctica, with concentrations at least 60% more than normal in parts of the seas.
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Fig. 2  Monthly Sea Ice Concentrations (left) and Anomalies (right) in the Southern Hemisphere (unit:%)  2008.12
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Remark: Original data are from the OI.v2 Monthly SST Analysis 

Analyst: Climate System Diagnostics and Prediction Division/National Climate Center/CMA 

Reference：Reynolds, R.W., N.A. Rayner, T.M. Smith, D.C. Stokes, and W. Wang, 2002: An Improved In Situ and Satellite  SST Analysis for Climate, J. Climate, Vol 15.  

Climatologic fields are from the 1982-2002 base period means.
